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"The value of
Dordt's engineering
program comes out
shining in regard to
instilling a firm
ethical awareness of
all aspects of the
engineering
process.' ,

Engineering students receive awards
Dorthea Grossmann

Many of this year's graduates
Dordt's former graduates shows
have already been accepted. Jim
this in the field.
De Haan, from Sioux Falls,
Jim De Haan points out the
For the fifth consecutive South Dakota, has been awarded
well-rounded education engineeryear, Dordt engineering students
an assistantship at South Dakota
ing students get at Dordt. "We're
have been awarded scholarships
State University. He will begin a not just stuck with engineers. We
from the American Public Power
program in power engineering at take other classes, too. " He feels
Association. This year, for the SDSU this fall. Bryan Rubingh,
that he has been fully prepared for
first time, two pairs of students
another electrical engineering stu- his vocation, and that his Dordt
have each received a scholarship
dent, has been accepted at South
liberal arts education will make
of $3000.
Carolina State to study digital
him a better engineer.
Dale Woudstra and James
electronics.
Dr. Paulo Ribeiro says that
Koetsier worked together on a
Rudy Tolkamp, a mechanical
Dordt's engineering classes are
project titled, "A Naturally Ven- engineering student, will continue
much smaller than those in larger
tilated, Solar Heated Hog Conhis education at the University of universities. The professors here
finement Building.'" Their proOttawa. He has been awarded a are able to develop a more perject, which arose out of a need at National Science and Engineering
sonal relationship
with their
the Dordt swine facility has been
Research Scholarship from the students and to offer help when
supervised in part by Professor
Canadian government. He plans
they need it. Also, because of the
Ron Vos, manager
of the
to work in the areas of Computer
small numbers, the students all
Agricultural Stewardship Center.
Aided Design and Computer
get hands-on experience with
Myron Kuipers and Rudy
Aided Manufacturing.
electronic equipment in the labs.
Tolkamp worked on "Energy
Mike Vander
Wei, from
Electrical engineering
proSaving Strategies for the Sioux
Janesville, Wisconsin, plans to go fessor Doug De Boer points out
Center Community
Shopping
to the University of Washington
Dordt's emphasis on a strong
Mall." They developed ways to for manufacturing engineering.
general foundation for engineeruse passive solar energy, as well He's been accepted at both the ing. He feels that because the proas to reclaim energy lost by the University of Wisconsin and the gram is not as specialized as
stores in the mall. One of their
University of Colorado.
larger programs, it fits the needs
ideas is to use the heat produced
The University of Arizona in of the students better. "Most kids
by the bakery ovens to heat the Tucson has awarded a $10,000
don't know until their later colrest of the mall.
per year fellowship to graduate
lege years what specific area they
Junior Kelly Homan, from
Myron Kuipers. He will be study- want to be in."
Waupun, Wisconsin, has also ing and doing research for
The value of Dordt's engineerbeen awarded a scholarship. His
NASA.
ing program comes out shining in
award from the South Dakota
The graduates compare Dordt's
regard to instilling a firm ethical
chapter of the American Society
engineering program with the awareness of all aspects of the
for Heating, Refrigeration, and programs of larger universities.
engineering process. State uniAir Conditioning Engineers was James Koetsier from Listowel,
versities try to be unbiased in
based on academic standing and Ontario, says, "Dordt's program
their instruction, but according to
interest in heating and cooling.
can't be beat if you're looking for De Boer, that's impossible. "ColDordt's engineering department
a Christian perspective."
He leges can't teach values without
is growing. "University professors
thinks that Dordt engineering
taking a stand," he says. And in
and students are starting to identify grads are easily as well prepared
engineering, as in anything else,
Dordt people with a concern for as if they had gone to a larger
you're teaching values whether
ethics," Dr. Paulo Ribeiro says.
university.
The success of you want to admit it or not.

Both professors point out that
the perspective taught at Dordt is
different than at other colleges.
De Boer says that some Christians think their faith has little
direct impact on their work. Actually, it should be evident in
everything they do, in the projects
they choose and in their fundamental motives. Dordt's program tries to work out this viewpoint through all of the engineering courses
and the lab
experience.
"Competition is very strong in
the engineering
field,"
says
Ribeiro. Dordt students have to
be aware of this. They have to
work very hard to make it in the
engineering profession. But their
hard work is not only to keep
ahead of the competition, but for
a much higher calling. "We need
to work for the Lord."
D

Myron Kuipers, Dale Woudstra (back
row), Rudy Tolkamp and James Koetsier were awarded scholarships by the
American Public Power Association.
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Students ro<ehoe ftgUIar medlcaI care al
the Sioux Center Medical CUnic.

College adopts
.health policy

h
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, 'This policy shows
that Dordt is concerned about the
total welfare of its
students. , ,

Two
years ago a mild
mumps epidemic broke out on
Dordt's campus. During the same
year another nearby campus had
an outbreak of measles. Those
two incidents, coupled with a
growing concern about AIDS, led
to the recent adoption of a comprehensive health policy at Dordt
College.
Following the mumps and
measles outbreaks, Dordt adopted
an immunization policy in 1987.
At tbe same time members of the
Office of Student Services were
developing an AIDS policy for
campus use.
After much discussion and
research into what other institutions had adopted, members of
the student services staff decided
that these policies should be part
of a more comprehensive health
care policy. Other health concerns also needed to be addressed. Many students, for example, wouldn't go to the doetor
until they were very seriously ill,
because they couldn't afford to
pay for the doctor visit. As a
result, says Dean of Students
Marion Van Soelen, students
missed more school than they
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may have needed to if they had
acted more preventatively.
The new policy includes (I) an
immunization policy, (2) a communicable diseases prevention
policy, (3) a health care plan in
cooperation
with the local
medical clinic, and (4) a health
education program.
All students are now required
to show proof of immunization
for measles, mumps, rubella,
polio, and tetanus when they
register at Durdt. Only those who
have doctors' orders not to be immunized or those whose religious
persuasion forbids immunization
can be exempted from this
requirement.
Dordt's communicable disease
prevention policy is based on the
assumption that the college has
the .responsibility to.protect the
campus population from communicable diseases. The infected
person will be entitled to strictest
confidence, but equal effort will
be made to care for both the infected person and the uninfected

population of the college, says the
policy statement.
This concern for both parties
was not addressed in many of the
earliest AIDS policies adopted by
institutions, says Van Soelen.
Dordt's
policy reflects
our
understanding of our Christian
responsibility toward the infected
person and the whole community.
As Christians, the report says, we
should (I) confront the disease as
we do all other symptoms of
brokenness in our world, (2) care
for those who are stricken as
Christ would with love and
forgiveness, and (3) promote a
life style which minimizes the
spread of the infection.
The third part of the policy provides resident students with yearlong coverage of regular office
calls at-the Sioux Center Medical
Clinic. For a fee of seven dollars
per semester students can go to
the doctor as many times as
necessary. X-rays, medications,
and lab services are charged at the
regular rate.

"We had been debating whether
to hire a campus nurse;' says Van
Soelen. This plan gives the student the benefit of seeing a doctor and still paying less than if the
college had to hire a full-time person. "The fact that we are so close
to the medical clinic makes the arrangement possible;' he says.
The health education component of the policy stipulates that
the college keep students aware of
current health concerns. During
the past school year educational
meetings on AIDS, alcoholism,
and date rape have been conducted. In addition, the Office of
Student Services keeps an information board of pamphlets
available for all students. "We
can't keep some of the pockets
full;' says Van Soelen.
Van Soelen believes that this
policy shows that Dordt is concerned about the total welfare of
its students. "We will continue to
review the policy from time to
time to best meet our students'
needs," he adds.
D

in their fields. Indications are that
this will be difficult, because of a
predicted nationwide shortage of
-people who are capable of filling
professorial positions. We must also
seek to increase the number of
women on the faculty. And, in
order to reflect our commitment to
cross-cultural development and

growing awareness of the meaning
and implications of the educational
vision of Dordt College.
There are a number of ways in
which to promote such awareness.
There must be a program of orientation by means of which new
faculty may be instructed regarding the perspective of the college.
Beyond that the college must encourage faculty, among other
things, to set forth a biblical perspective
for each field of
specialization.
- to develop departmental
purpose statements in harmony with the college's
statement of purpose.
- to engage in inter-departmental discussions, thereby promoting a sense of
community.
- to consider the implications
of a Reformed approach to
contemporary issues.
In this connection I am pleased
with a report, presently being
considered by the faculty, which
recommends revisions in the college's academic administrative
structure. If adopted, the report
will call for two kinds of faculty
meetings: one kind to deal with
matters of business, and another
to
share
scholarly
and
pedagogical insights.

Especially the second kind of
meeting, as the report indicates,
will
give
the faculty
an
opportunity
_
. . . to regularly gather
together
to give visible
evidence of mutual support,
to exercise academic leadership, and to make curricular
and other academic decisions. Just as individual
members are expected to
mature as Christian professionals, the faculty as a body
must continue to develop
deeper insight into its collective responsibility to carry
out the central educational
task of Oordt College.
In this way the faculty can
together advance in its understanding of the purposes of the
college and the ways in which
those purposes can be brought to
expression.
It will not be easy to deal with
the retirement of people occupying several important faculty positions. But, instead of being
threatened by this turn of events,
we should view it as a challenge
to maintain and enhance the
ability of the Dordt College faculty to continue in its promotion
of a Reformed vision for lite and
learning.
D
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dr. J. B. Hulst

, 'The faculty as a
,

body must continue
to develop deeper insight into its collective responsibility to
carry out the central
educational task of
Dordt College."

Next
year Dordt Coilege
will celebrate its 35th anniversary.
Dordt is getting older, and so is its
faculty.
This year Dr. Marvin De Young,
professor of physics and director of
the bookstore, is retiring. So is professor Norman Matheis, associate
professor of art. And so is Mr.
Louis Kuiper, physical plant
director.
Recently someone pointed out to
me that, in the next ten years,
twelve members of Dordt's faculty
will be retiring. Between now and
the year 2000-which isn't that far
away-Durdt will be "losing" people who have been instrumental in
giving shape to the college, formulating its statement of purpose,
setting
its direction,
and
establishing its reputation as one of
the best liberal-arts colleges in the

nation.
This eventual "departure" of 17 %
of our present faculty makes evident
at least two things.
First, it is clear that during the
next decade we must be busy

searching for, screening, interviewing, and appointing new faculty for
some very important positions.
In conducting these searches we
must look for and find persons who
are well-qualified, who are experts

awareness, we must inquire about
the possibility of hiring people fmm
different races and nations to teach
at Durdt College.
But most important is our responsibility to find new faculty who
are willing to identify with the confessional stance of the college. They
must reject the assumption that any
aspect of the academic program is
value-free, and they must be driven
by a desire to approach every part
of the curriculum fmm a Reformed,
Christian viewpoint. Only in this
way can Dordt continue to perform
its task in harmony with its statement of purpose.
Indeed, the next ten years will be
important in the recruitment of new
faculty.
Second, the imminent retirement
of a large number of faculty
reminds us of the importance of
working with new and remaining
faculty in an ongoing program of
faculty development. Central to this
development program must be a
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SOUNDINGS

Technology
Willis Alberda

The
first "horseless carriages" were considered a hazard.
In 1894, Vermont passed a law
that made driving a car on a public road illegal unless someone
walked several hundred feet ahead
to give warning to more conventional travelers. People objected to
the snorting monsters, which frightened horses and children and ruined
roads. Those fears, however, did
not prevent the development of
automobile technology. The automobile now influences the location
of our homes, tbe kinds of houses
we build, the schools we attend, the
way we earn our living, and how we
spend OUf leisure time.
Cars have become mobile living rooms with climate-controlled
environments in which to enjoy
the digital sound reproduction of
our favorite music in surround
stereo. But the comfort and con-

venience of automobile transportation has not made our lives less
busy. With its greater speed and
equipment
such as cellular
phones, we have simply extended
our work day. What might have
been a time of reflection and
relaxation becomes a time to do
more. Technology has provided
us with ways to increase productivity, but it has also changed the
way we work and play.
The history of the computer is
similar to that of the automobile.
Both are instruments that can
transform the way we live. Unlike

the automobile. whose function is
primarily to transport, the computer has yet to find its functional
limits.
The breakthrough of shrinking

entire computers to microscopic
size has allowed manufacturers to
use computers in automobiles,
thermostats, watches, television

sets, and many other modem conveniences we take for granted.
The power of the computer,
however, is in its capacity to perform logical as well as arithmetic
operations at very high speeds.
Because of its decision-making
capability, the computer can be
programmed to perform processes that are similar to the functions of the human brain. For this
reason some have called the computer the "ntind tool." This semblance of intelligence on the part
of the machine causes fear because we imagine that a computer

is smarter than we are. However,
the potential of the computer is
simply in modeling human intelligence. If such artificial intelligence becomes possible, it will
be because humans have greater
insight into human intelligence,
not because
the machines
themselves are smarter.

Today "computer"
is a
household word and a requirement in every workplace. In fact,
a kind of hysteria has developed
that drives people to feel they
must own a computer or be left
behind. As with the automobile,
the technology is not only acceptable, it is a necessity.
Acceptance of the computer has
changed life styles, social values,
and expectations. Computers in
the workplace allow people to be
more productive. Prior to the time
of a computer-driven workplace,
most routine tasks could be done
with a bit of daydreanting, talking,
or short periods of relaxation between jobs. Now, however,
because of the speed of a robot or
computer-controlled
process,
there is need for constant scanning and monitoring.
With this increased productivity
also comes greater responsibility
and liability. A single error can be
disastrous.
The information
revolution has brought a change
from physical labor to mental
labor. By emulating the human
brain, a computer requires a
greater degree of mental acumen
from those who operate it.
This infusion of computers into society has given us the ability
to do tasks quickly. The result
should be more discretionary
time. Instead we have lost some
of our freedom. Schedules for
ourselves
and our children
become a way of life. There is no
time for conversation, meditation,
or recreation.
Time has become a scarce commodity. Time that once seemed
free and elastic has grown rigid
and elusive. Technology and its
uses have contributed to these
perceptions. Speed has become an
obsession. The human response
to these confining conditions is
greater stress and anguish,
leading to the dehumanizing of
society.
Yet the worry that computers
are dehumanizing society tends to
ntiss the fact that our society is
already rather dehumanized.
Technology
in general
has
depreciated the human element in
the work place bY mechanizing
many jobs. People in our society
place less and less value on craftsmen and their creations.
Nevertheless, technology will
always require a human element
in its implementation.
The
automobile must have a driver.
The computer must be progrannmed bY people who can
translate a specific problem solution into language that the computer can understand. The television progranns that we view are
developed bY people.
Technology has the potential to

•

In

its place

be developed in ways that are obedient to the norms for human use
of inanimate things. Those who
recognize the role of human
power as rulers in the name of the
"King of Kings" will have a vision of service for appropriate
technology.
The use of computer technology to assist persons with severe
disabilities
illustrates an appropriate
use of technology.
Computer-driven devices are used
to enable blind persons to see,
lame persons to walk, and totally
incapacitated persons to control
their environment and achieve
some measure of functionality.
Appropriate
technology, obediently used, will always have a
place if it has been developed to
meet a human need and is implemented so that human value is
enhanced.
The Christian has the mandate
to bear fruit in every good work,
and the prontise of strength in the
power of the Spirit, and a sure
knowledge that there is a great inheritance in the kingdom of light.
(Colossians 1:10-14)
Trends in the use of technology
that increase the power of some
segments of society or some nations must be countermanned by
people
who have a firm
knowledge of the source of all
power-Jesus
Christ. Christians
must be aware of the inheritance
and the place they now have and
will be given in the kingdom.
With this firm knowledge and
confidence they will be able to see
through challenges and adversities. They will have the insight
.to transform
the powers of
technology
into
obedient
responses to the will of the
Creator.

Life is enhanced bY developing
relationships, working with joy,
taking time for reflection, using
technology as a tool, and setting
a pace that reflects composure.
Spiritually empowered people
have the ability to translate this
power into the tools they use. Instead of being driven bY the
technology, they will find creative
uses to enhance the effectiveness
in the work place and increase the
number of ways they can serve
their community. Setting limits
for their daily work and activities
will be a result of knowing that
they have achieved an acceptable
level of productivity. This will include saying "no" to worthwhile
assignments
without
feeling
guilty.
Technology in its place is a
blessing from God that enables
service. A person who knows
technology's place and keeps it in
bounds will work more productively, efficiently, and with less
stress. The key is knowing who
you are, whom you serve, where
you come from, and where you're
going.
0

Mike De Jong is one of several Dordt
students who spend their summer raalntaining and programming
Dordt's
computers.

--

, 'A person who
knows technology's
place and keeps it in
bounds will work
more productively,
efficiently, and with
less stress."
Dr. Willis Alberda is professor of
mathematics
sciences.

and dean of the natural
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Three seniors look back
Admittedly,
taking three seniors out of a class of203 and expecting 10 get a general impression of their years at Dordt is risky.
So instead of trying to create a general impression we'll simply let
you hear what three students had to say about their college experience.

JaneUe Cok is a business major from Manhattan, Montana.
She wanted to go to a Christian
college and Dordt's size appealed
to her. "People
were very
friendly right from the start," she
says.
"I made many new
friends. "
Those friendships will last, she
feels, but the thing that will have
even more lasting impact is her
understanding of her calling as a
Christian. "My 'work' is one
part of that calling," she says. As
a Christian businessperson I am
called to service, she says. Dealing ethically with people and serving the needs of customers are
important ground rules for her.
Janelle mentions her senior

business seminar and General
Education 300, both of which
deal with issues that students will
face in the years ahead, as playing important
roles in her
understanding
of a Christian
world-and-life view. She hopes
someday to put her knowledge to
use by running a small store.
"College is a very important
time," she says. "You learn to
balance
independence
and
responsibility. " She echoes
Dave's comment that the professors were very helpful in that
process. "My professors really
did care that I understood what
they were trying to teach," she
says. "They saw us as whole
people. "
Janelle Cok

Dave Rylaarsdam is a history
major from Sioux Center, Iowa.
Although Dordt was a likely
choice for Dave, he came here not
because it was close to home, but
because it offered what he thought
he wanted in a college-an
excellent Christian education and a
smaller campus. Today he is glad
he made that decision.
"I considered transferring to
another college at one point," he
says. Having grown up in Sioux
Center and gone to schools here
all his life, he thought a change
of environment might be good.
"But I decided to stay because of
the education I was receiving."
One of the things that Dave appreciates most about his education
at Dordt is the way he was taught
16 study critically. If you aren't
aware of the perspective from

James Koetsier is an engineer-

-
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learned that a college degree is
not only a license to earn but, more
importantly, a license to serve.
"Engineering 390 and General
Education 300 helped me see that
the talents each of us are given are
to be used for service to God, His
people, and the creation He has
given us. I've been constantly told
that engineering offers a prime
opportunity to unfold a very
ordered and beautiful creation."
Having this knowledge
is
almost intimidating, because it
makes you feel more accountable
for the kind of job you choose,
says James.
James, too, has nothing but
respect for the professors he had.
"They forced me to think and
make choices. "At the beginning
I compared Dordt's engineering

important decisions."
Dave, as a dedicated student,
thought seriously about what he
should do as his life work. Dordt
allowed me to try out different options, he says. He considered
teaching and medical school
among other things. After exploring several options, Dave feels
that the Lord is leading him
toward the ministry. He plans to
attend seminary next year.

, 'College is a very
important time, you
learn to balance independence and
responsibility. , ,
James Koetsier

Dave Rylaarsdam

ing major from Listowel, Ontario.
"I came here four years ago planning to stay for one year and then
transfer back to a university near
borne," he says. I needed grade 13
to get into university, and since
my Christian high school didn't
have grade 13, I thought I'd take
the year at Dordt,' Oh yes, there
was one other reason. As an avid
hockey player, James knew that
Dord!'s goalie was leaving, and he
hoped to fill that opening.
"I'm not sure why I stayed the
second year, but I'm glad I did.
I wouldn't trade my education for
anything." Dordt professors altered
his view of a good job, he says.
"When I came I chose mechanical engineering as a license to
earn:' he says. Since then, he has

which a historian or psychologist or
whoever writes, you will not be
able to evaluate the ideas based on
your Christian perspective, he says.
"My professors were fantastic,"
he says. Dordt's size allows professors to give personal attention
to the students, he feels. "I received help not only when I was
struggling with an idea in a subject area but also in making some

equipment to that of a university.
I found Dordt's department was
good, but after a time I found that
that was not the most important
criteria for judging quality."
Anyone can learn to run a
machine or use equipment, he
says, but the important thing is to
establish a strong foundation of
both technical knowledge and to
develop an ability to think through
problems and issues.
James intends to work for a
construction company next year.
Exactly where and how he will
use his education to serve in the
future, he's not sure. He'll be open
to the Lord's leading as to
whether that be as a technical
worker on a mission field or an
engineer somewhere in North
America.
0
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Marketing course pairs students with local businesses
Sally Jongsma

Dordt's
new marketing
management course moves the
classroom into the business environment, says Mert Gulker,
associate professor of business
and instructor for the course.
Each of the thirty junior and
senior students enrolled in the
course helped draft a marketing
plan for a local business. "Some
students went into the project
feeling like they were being
thrown to the wolves,"
says
Gulker. "But they accomplished
things they didn't know they
could do."
Gulker, who says he lost a bit
of sleep planning for this course,
feels that one of its strengths is
that it not only allows students to
learn something concrete about
marketing plans, but it also puts
students in situations where they
must use their liberal-arts education. They have to communicate
themselves and their ideas, write
their proposals, relate to people,
and analyze what would be best
for a particular company.
The course begins with Gulker
teaching the students how to write
a marketing plan. After learning
the steps and using a case study
of a marketing plan written for
the Gerber
Company,
the
students are divided into six
groups and assigned to work with

a local business for the remainder
of the semester.
Senior Simon De Jong from
San Marcos, California, was the
leader of a group of students who
worked with the First National
Bank of Sioux Center. "It was a
great experience," he said. "We
learned a lot and helped them out,
too." First National was particularly interested in knowing
what kinds of services college
students were looking for from a
bank. The marketing
team
surveyed fellow students and
made suggestions for new ser-

vices to attract student accounts.
Other recommendations
were
made for customers aged 25-55.
Senior Tarnrny Graves from
Colorado Springs, Colorado, was
the leader of a group who worked
with Bosch's Clothing Store in
Sioux Center. Working with the
owner, the students began with a
historical analysis and went on tq,
find the percentage of the current'
sales market that Bosch's could
count on. They also suggested
some marketing techniques they
thought
might
be helpful,
especially in light of the new
shopping mall coming to Sioux
Center.
Kristin Hommes, a senior from
Manhattan, Montana, says that
people at NOBL Labs were very
helpful to her group. They provided information, met regularly
with the students, and generally
did all they could to make the pro-

ject as worthwhile as possible.
The students in turn helped
NOBL find out their share of the
market for a hog vaccine.
Students working with the
Sioux
Center
Community
Hospital spent the first part of
their time working with the

hospital on a mission statement,
says Galen Sinkey, a senior from
Springfield, Missouri. They also
gave suggestions for strengthening the hospital's image among
local residents. A recent study
showed that many people don't
know the variety of services offered in Sioux Center, and, in
many cases, people choose
medical services in Sioux City or
Sioux Falls when care could be
adequate here.
Rachelle Apol, a senior from
Kenosha, Wisconsin, says that
the thing her group learned most
from the project was how to work
with people in a business environment. Her group worked with
EMW Groschopp, an international manufacturer
of small
engines. They developed a plan
to identify new customers for the
company.
The last group worked with
Sioux Automation to try to identify a market for a relatively new
product, a silage hagger. Students
looked at the top dairy stales in
the country to determine the
potential size of the market and
what Sioux Automation's share
might be. Scott Haan, a junior

from Highland, Indiana, says that
they just missed out on what
might have been the most interesting part of the project. During the last week of school Sioux

Simon De Jong, Jody Faber, and Janelle
Cok, (from left) were three of the
students who presented a marketing
plan to people at First National Bank.

Automation, in cooperation with
others, began testing the bagger
for use in composting. With the
push toward more communitywide recycling, this market could
become the focal point of the

business.
Students,
instructor,
and
business people are happy with
the results of this year's work.
Rejonna Vander Ploeg from
NOBL Labs speaks highly of the
students' work. "They gave us
several helpful ideas, " she says.
And because they worked so hard
and were so diligent, NOBL
would consider working with
another group in the future. "It's
good to work together and help
each other," she says.
Larry Jones from First National Bank echoes Vander
Ploeg's comments. "We got a
clear idea of what services college
students want," says Jones. In
addition to benefiting from the
students' fresh ideas, Jones is enthusiastic about giving students
the opportunity to work in a
business setting. "I enjoyed having them bere," he says. "They
worked very hard, and we had a
good time, too." If the college
doesn't contact him, he'll call
them about having another group
come in next year.
0

, 'This course allows
students to learn
something concrete
about marketing
plans, but it also
puts students in
situations where they
must use their
liberal-arts
education. , ,

-
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Alumni
On Aptil I, alumni from the
Dordt alumni-though far
awayfrom campus-have enjoyed Dispatch, Kansas, area, treated
contact with Dordt faculty their community to an evening
members in the past couple of with Jim Schaap. Close to 100

Theatre Company's performance
of the one-act play "Vigil," written by Dordt professor Jim
Schaap.
people were invited by alumni
By the time this issue of SPECmonths.
hosts and hostesses to a dinner at TRUM is published, two other
the Dispatch Christian Reformed
alumni gatherings will be history.
Church, after which Schaap read
On June 3, alumni from in and,
some of his recent work.
around Phoenix, Arizona, will
According to Russell Groenengather for an all-family picnicdyk (ex'8!), the evening was a barbeque at Phoenix Christian
great success. Alumni organizers
Grade School. Organizers have
were pleased with the turnout and planned a hamburger and hotdog
the very positive response to roast, games and prizes for all
Schaap's reading. In addition, an ages, and lots of great fellowship.
offering taken at the event raised
Alumni from southern British
a sizable amount for the beginColumbia to Salem, Oregon,
ning of a fund to help local
will take part in the Dordt Colstudents attend Dordt. Local
lege Alumni Conference at Warm
alumni hope to hold fund-raising
Beach in Washington State from
events such as this annually.
June 9 to II.
Tom
Van Engen ('79)
The CORE (Chino-OntarioDordt College
professors
came
to
Dordt
in 197 I, but was
Redlands-Extended
•Areas)
Charles Adams, Daryl Vander
drafted
into
the
U.S. Army in the
alumni chapter gathered for a Kooi, and John Vander Stelt will
fall
of
1972.
He
now thinks that
hostess dinner and theatre on May lead conferees in exploring the
was
just
as
well,
since
a major in
19 at Calvary Christian Reformed
topic "Challenge to Discipleship:
"goof
off"
isn't
recognized
in
Church. The theatre portion of Living the Christian Life in a
very
many
places.
After
two
the evening was provided by the Secular Age." Vander Stelt will
years of active duty, a year of
Dordt College Repertory Theatre
provide a look at the foundations
Company. Led by director Verne
of the topic, while Adams and working in the family grocery
business, and a personal commitMeyer, the student group was on Vander Kooi will lead discussions
a two-week tour of Utah, Califoron technology and the media, two ment to Jesus Christ and the faith
nia, and New Mexico.
prevalent aspects of modern life he's been raised with, he returned
According to CORE hoard
that present special challenges to to Dordt in January of 1976.
While here Tom was involved
member Kathy Van Zyl (ex'69),
discipleship.
in
chorale, drama (he played
ahout 80 alumni enjoyed dinner
Recreation, social times,
Gandolf
in "The Hobbit"), Bible
together. Another 20 to 30 peomeals, and group worship will fill
study
leadership,
and KDCR.
ple joined them for the Rep
out the weekend.
0
After a summer in North Dakota
with "A Christian Ministry in the
National Parks,"
he spent a
semester in the University of
North Dakota's aviation program
to continue training as a pilot.
Returning to Dordt in the fall of
1978, he took a full-time job as
a group home parent at Hope
Haven, took seven classes, and
began dating Rose Vander Plaats
('77). He even got "pretty good"
Workshops,
grades this time, he says.
Tom and Rose were married in
recreation, tours,
the summer of 1979 and moved
to Palos Heights, illinois. Rose
and times to get
began
graduate
school
at
re-acquainted
Wheaton College,
and Tom
became dorm supervisor at Elim
with classmates.
Christian School for the Handicapped. Matthew joined the family in the spring, and they moved
to Iowa for a job at Hope Haven.
A layoff just three months later
brought them to Pease, Minnesota, and a position as layworker
For the kids, swimming, mini-golf,
for the Christian
Reformed
Church there. Tom became
field games, movies and more!
licensed to exhort during their
time at Pease. The following
spring they moved back to Iowa
for another position at Hope
Haven. David came along in
December, 198 I, only a few
weeks before another layoff.
, In the spring of 1982, Christian
Members of the classes of '59, '69,
Reformed Home Missions sent
the family to the San Fransisco
'74, and '79, send your registrations
area for Tom's work at Friendin today.
ship House as a chemical
dependency counselor. However,
despite a great start the Friendship House Program was closed
Register now, For more information or registration forms call (712) 722-6020.
by Home Missions, says Tom.
. The New Life Treatment

Alumni board profile

Tom Van Engen

Something for
everyone!

August 4-6
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Center in Woodstock, Minnesota,
needed a counselor, so the family
moved to Pipestone. Jeremy was
hom the following fall (1983),
and, except for changing houses
a few times, the Pipestone area
has been home ever since. Rose
worked as a therapy assistant and
Headstart teacher. Tom changed
to outpatient counseling at the
Southwestern
Mental Health
Center, and then after yet another
layoff, found work at Bayliner
Marine building boats.
Rose is a childcare worker for
Pipestone County, and Tom has
served as elder and has been active exhorting
in Christian
Reformed churches. The hoys attend Edgerton Christian School,
and, in general, the family keeps
very busy.
The Van Engen family testifies
to God's grace and guidance especially through so many moves and
changes. The Christian education
received at Dordt has been a major help in a wide variety of
ministry and life experiences,
they say. God may well bring
new changes into their lives, but
they remain confident that He will
guide and provide.
Tom retires from the alumni
board this year.
0

Dordt College
has an opening for a

College Development

Officer
Responsibility for fund raising activities associated with capital campaigns, business gift support, and
special projects.
Applicants should have strong interpersonal and oral communications skills, a commitment to the
mission of the college, an ability to
work independently, a willingness
to travel and work evenings, and the
ability to demonstrate sensitivity
and good judgment in representing
the college
to its various
constituencies.
Send

letter

of application

and

resume by July 1, 1989, to:
Lyle A. Gritters

i i..V.P.
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for College
Advancement

Dordt College
Sioux Center, IA 51250

Dordt College is an EO/AA employer.
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THROUGH THE PRISM

, 'I continue
working in the
secular art arena
because I do not
think it is too late to
make a difference."

The art world needs God's salt
Pat Groenenboom

T

he first time I visited
Detroit, I was overwhelmed. It
wasn't the largeness of the city
but the sheer messiness that
shocked my tidy Dutch soul. I
had never seen blocks of burned-

galleries. Sometimes when I am
tired, I have the same overwhelming feeling I had when I
first saw Detroit.
I continue working in the

secular art arena because I do not

think it is too late to make a difference. The art world is exout and abandoned houses nor tremely pluralistic-it has not yet
fields that used to be city
discovered a new encompassing
neighborhoods.
However,
six
"belief system." That is good
years after that first visit, I find
because it allows people like me
myself right in the middle of to put out my philosophical wares
Detroit teaching at the Center for
with all the others. My students
Creative Studies. CCS is a fourare astonished when I bring up
year, BFA-granting arts college,
the notion of truth in art, but
and I teach in the fine arts departsome of them listen carefully
ment (figure drawing, figure
because they see a lack of integpainting, concepts, and images).
rity and commitment within the
I am at school two days a week
art world. I work hard to find
and in my studio doing art work
new words for the comprehensive
three days a week. It is a philosophical truths taught at
delightful schedule.
Dordt.
Detroit seems to me an apOne central principle
that
propriate metaphor for today' s art Dordt taught me well and that I
world. Both are filled with
offer my students is that one's
political corruption and aimlessphilosophy, one's religion, must
ness. Both are in desperate need
encompass all that one does. I am
of the stern and merciful truth of honest about my belief in Christ
Christ. Both are neglected by and how he affects all of my life.
Christians-neglected
for so long
I tell them that they must find for
that the old structures of biblical
themselves a belief system that is
truth and justice have been
large and sturdy enough to emburned out or abandoned to rot. . brace the whole universe,
The city of Detroit and the world
because anything less is not worof art are post-Christian places.
thy of them and will not be the
Most of my students and fellow
truth. Such a statement leads to
faculty scorn Christianity. They
discussions about whether truth is
find it to be a narrow-minded
something
out there to be
belief held by naive suburbanites
discovered and not simply what
or the very old. Some of these
you think it is, and whether one's
same students will eventually
work will look fragmented or
become powerful in the art
shallow if the artist's beliefs are
world. Some of these fellow
unexamined.
faculty are sought-after visual arLast year I had to critique the
tists on the New York scene. Peowork of a young Satanist and
ple like these accept or reject my found myself telling her that if
art work for juried shows or she truly worshipped Satan, the

destructive power of her beliefs
would be spilling out of her work
instead of looking as dry and conventional as they did. I went
home that night very confused
about how a Christian could best
teach a Satanist. This year, a
New-Ager told me how grateful
she was that I dealt with the subjecl of spirituality directly and
how she believed the same things
I did!
When Dave ('78) and I married, immediately
after my
graduation in '79, neither of us
had very clear ideas about what
we were to do with ourselves. But
we had bright ideas. We did
public relations work for a mission in Mississippi, were live-in
"parents" in a group home for
drug-addicted
girls
in
Washington, and then moved to
southwest Iowa where Dave
worked as a tractor mechanic and
I painted seriously for the first
time. In 1982 we moved to
Kalamazoo,
Michigan,
and
bought a big old house in the
city's small ghetto. Over a period
of three years, we invited into our
home a young woman who was
a recovering alcoholic, a man
with a long history of mental illness, an ex-con. a bitter black
man. a rebellious sister. and two
Dordt friends. The chaos in our
house and in our neighborhood
broke our bright ideas into little
bits.
One dreary winter. we sat
down and took a hard look at
ourselves. Dave decided to go
back to school and add a math
specialty to his education degree.
I applied to graduate school and
was accepted at the Maryland Institute,
College
of Art in

Baltimore, and that is where we
moved.
The two years
spent in
Baltimore were good for both of
us. Dave taught in an inner city
school. It .was tough but it convinced him that public education
was where he belonged. I made
art and figured out what I could
and couldn't compromise in my
work. My master's in fine arts
was completed in the spring of
1987.
That summer we bought a
small house just inside the city
limits of Detroit. Dave began
teaching in an "alternative" high
school for kids who are flunking
out or not attending "regular"
school. I am glad Dave works
where he does. His stories give
me ideas for my art. Living in
Detroit keeps my heart clear
about what is important. What I
want my art work to do, more
than anything, is to look directly
at pain and evil. My art must see
through that brokenness to the
hope and grace embotlied in
Christ and reflected over and over
in the smallest ways in each of us.
I think this is a 4O-year project.
Both Dave and I work in the
secular world. We are sincerely
grateful for the solid theological
base of our upbringing and for the
thorough philosophical stability
of our training at Dordt. These
gifts prove invaluable to us over
and over.
However, both of us wish there
were more believers (not all of
them, of course!) willing to enter
the worlds of public education
and art. They need God's salt.
These fields are fast becoming
new mission fields for American
Christians.
0

Pat Groenenboom teaches art at the
Center for Creative Studies in Detroit.

, 'What I want my
art work to do, more
than anything, is to
look directly at pain
and evil. My art
must see through
that brokenness to
the hope and grace
embodied in Christ
and reflected over
and over in the
smallest ways in
each of us. I think
this is a 4O-year
project.' ,
7

ALUMNI NEWS
70's
Bill and Lynne Hybels (ex'74)
live in South Barrington, Illinois,
where Bill is the pastor of the
Willow
Creek
Community
Church. He is the author of
Christians in the Marketplace and
Laws that Liberate as well as One
Church's Answer to Abortion and
Who You Are When No One's
Looking. His latest book, Christians in a Sex-Crazed Culture has
just been published. It presents
practical, biblical guidelines to
help Christians respond to issues
and temptations.
Leonard and Kathy (Baker,

ex'75)
Bangma
live
in
Whitinsville, Massachusetts. Len
works at his family's dairy farm
and Kathy is busy at home with
their three children.
Dan Pluim ('77) was recently
appointed one of Sioux County,
Iowa's, magistrate judges. Dan
and his wife, Belinda, have four
children and live in Orange City,
Iowa.
Jeff
and
Marlys
(Van
Zanten, '77) Hickox live in Murrieta, California. Jeff is asset
manager for Rancon in San Bernardino. Marlys is a homemaker
with their four children.
Bonnie (Kuipers) Danielson

('79) was awarded a $4000 grant
from the Colorado Council of
Arts and Hurnnaities Competition. She was one of eight poets
and fiction writers chosen from
a field of 400. Bonnie is finish-,
ing her MA in literature and
creative writing at the University of Colorado at Boulder and
works at the Tattered Cover
Bookstore in Denver. Her husband, Michael,
is a neurosurgical intensive care nurse at
Denver General and is a guitarist
with the band, 49 Steele.
Mark and Sandy (Sjaardema,
'79) Hoekstra live near Allendale, Michigan. Mark is a cor-

FUTURE DEFENDERS

70's
Leonard and Kathy (Baker,
ex'75) Bangma, Timothy John,
4/20/89
Lyle and Marge (WaJvoort)
Faber
(ex'75,ex'76),
Reuben
Lyle, 3/24/89
Ray and Gaye (Schipper)
Mellema ('75,ex'76),
Danielle
Joy, 3/21189
Art and Sheri (Schreur, '76)
Rylaarsdam, Jessica Joy, 3/24/89
Conley and Wanda
(Van
Zee, '77) Schaap, Nathan Reid,
3/10/89
Mark and Sandy (Sjaardema,
'79) Hoekstra,
Curtis Paul,
3/5/89
Dave and Sandy (Geurkink,
'79) Roth, Sarah Joy, 1/27/89
John and Dawn Oosterman
('79), Elisabeth Ann, 12/4/88
Elmer and Sharlene (Byker)
Jeigerhuls ('78, '81), Sarah Ann,
2/5/89

80's
Bill and Holli Dryfhont
Bryce William, 2/22/89
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('80),

Bob and Terri (Natelborg,
ex'84) Dykstra, Ryan Dean,
5/6/89
Roger and Arlene (PIelma)
Mulder ('81,'81),
Kari Lynn,
4/23/89
Stanley and Janice (Friend)
De Groot ('81,ex'83), Marshall
Ray, 3/14/89
Brian and Ardis (Zylstra, '82)
Giddings, Jason Tyler, 4/26/89
Art and Hilda (Van Gyssel,
ex'82) Dykstra, Courtenay Joan,
12/21188
Ron
and
Beth
(Van
Meekeren)
Kruls ('82,'82),
zachary Philip, 3/20/88
Jay and Carol (Meeusen, '82)
Carpenter, Daniel Jay, 4/7/89
Dave and Deb (Verbrugge) De
Jong ('83,'81),
Rachel Ann,
4/23/89
Ray and Karen
(Knibbe)
Looter ('82, '83), Jordan Kelsey,
9/7/88
Greg and Starla (KrosscheU)
Geels ('83,'82),
Amanda Joy,
1/16/89
Jason
and Debbie
(Smit)
Hubers ('83,'84), Kyle Jordan,
3/1/89

Galen and Sharon (Kroeze,
'85) Sntidt, Luke Jay, 4/14/89
Randy and Julie (Ten Haken)
Klynsma
(' 85, '85), Gregory
Randall, 5/24/89
Robert and Lori (Bolt) Van
Duyn ('85,ex'87), Reid Michael,
5/12/89
Herb and Catherine Deelstra
('86), Gregory Luke, 3/28/89
Tom and Christie (Stelpstra,
ex'87) Pasma, Joshua Thomas,
5/2/89
Craig and Velva (Vis) Yonker
('88,'88), Brittany Joy, 4/27/89
Dave and Julie
Hofland
('88,'88), Carrie Jo, 5/16/89

porate pilot based in Grand
Rapids. Sandy is busy at home
with their two sons.

80's
David and Sherry (Byl,ex'80)
Mello live in Pleasant Hill,

California, with their son,
Daniel. Sherry is a loan assistant for a bank in Concord.
David is an assistant vice president and manager for a bank in
San Jose.
Jeff and Judy (Wigboldy) Van
Groningen (ex'80,'87)
live in
Ripon, California. Jeff works as
manager of the Federal Land
Bank in Lodi, while Judy teaches
first grade at Ripon Christian
School.
Laura Vander Windt ('82)
received a doctorate in musical
arts from the Eastman School of
Music in February. A student of
Russell Saunders, she also won
the Arthur Poister National Competition for organ at Syracuse
University and won the regional
competition of the American
Guild
of
Organists
in
Youngstown, Ohio.
Ray and Karen
(Knibbe)
Louter
('82, '83)
live
in
Hamilton, Ontario. Ray has been
appointed assistant professor of
theatre arts at Redeemer College.
Karen is soon to begin her sixth
year teaching at Calvin Christian
School in Hantilton.
Pam (Ruiter) Feenstra ('83)
received her a doctorate in musical arts from the University of
Iowa in May. Pam is a co-author
of a handbook fur the New Psalter
Hymnal of the Christian Reformed
Church along with Bert Polman
('68). Pam will begin teaching at
Bethany Lutheran College in
Lynsburg, Kansas next full.
Lyndon
Gritters
(' 84)
graduated from the University of
Iowa College of Medicine,
receiving the William R. Wilson
award
for exceptional
accomplishment
in
internal

medicine .. He was also named a
member of Alpha Omega Alpha,
the National Medical Honor
Society.
He will begin his
residency at the University of
Michigan Hospital in Ann Arbor.
Lyndon and his wife Melanie
(Covert,'82)
have a son,
Andrew, I.
Daniel
Draayer
('85)
graduated from the Illinois College of Optometry on May 21.
Dan plans to establish a practice
in Iowa.
Galen and Sharon (Kroeze,
'85) Smidt live in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota. Galen works as a
sales representative
for T.H.
Rogers Distributing Company.
Sharon works part-time at Calvin
Christian School and is also busy
at home with their new son.
Mick Vanden Bosch (' 85)
graduated from the University of
Iowa College of Medicine. He
also received the Research Club
Award recognizing excellence in
student research. Mick and Judy
(Van Gelder, '87) are now living
in Kalamazoo, Michigan, where
Mick is doing a general residency. Judy is a nurse.
Herb and Catherine Deelstra
('86) currently live in Wyoming,
Ontario, where they own and
operate a 25,OOO-layer pullet
chicken farm.
David Vis (' 86) graduated
from the School of Law at the
University of South Dakota on
May 13. Dave graduated with top
academic honors, one of six to
receive the "Sterling
Honor
Graduate" award. Dave and his
wife Kathy (Hommes,'88) now
live in Rapid City, South Dakota,
where Dave is law clerk for Chief
Judge Konenkamp of the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals.
Randy and Julie (Ten Haken)
KJynsma ('85, '85) are currently
living in Ireton, Iowa. Randy
graduated on May 20, 1989 with
a Master of Divinity Degree from
Mid-America
Reformed
Sentinary in Orange City, Iowa.
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CLIPPING

We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are
doing and what kinds of events are happening in your life.
Please check and fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Alumni Association, Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa
51250.
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Three retire after 68 years at Dordt
"W

hat do I do every
day? I have coffee with Norm
Matheis," says Dr. Marvin De
Young. De Young is retiring
from his duties this year. Besides
having coffee every morning, he
has served Dnrdt College in many
other ways for over 30 years.
De Y Dung came to Dordt in

1958, as a biology, chemistry,
and physics professor. He completed his education over the next
few years, earhing a Ph.D. in

physical chemistry and a M.A. in
organic chemistry. Then he
started to teach botany here, as
well as chemistry.
In 1975, De Young became the
director of the Dordt Bookstore,
where he has been ordering books
and talking to publishers ever
since. "The bookstore is more
complicated
than
most
businesses," he says. De Young

can return to the publisher almost
everything that he doesn't sell to
the students. This requires a lot
of record keeping because each

publisher has different stipulations.

Some

books

must be

returned in 30 days, some in 60,
some in a year.

While keeping all of this in
mind, De Young also supervises
selling textbooks to students, as
well as buying back unwanted
ones. "The fun part is the beginning of every semester," he says.
"Students are all in here wanting

books; profs find out they need a
different edition; it's like a circus. ,.

Scheduling of courses has also
been De Young's responsibility.
Listed in the data base of his computer in his office ,,:re all the

courses and classrooms. He uses
it to make sure that there are no
conflicts-such

as two courses at

the same time in one classroom.
He recalls that in the first two
years that he set up the schedule,
all was done on paper. "Kids
would just sign up for whatever
they wanted to take, and I would
try to get them in," De Young
says. "It never worked." Now he
has the schedule arranged so that
no two courses in a major are

taught during the same period,
and there is a course scheduled
for every hour. He plans to con-

tinue scheduling classes for
another year, even though he will
officially retire.
De Young doesn't plan to sit
back and relax after leaving
Dordt. He has been doing
volunteer work in the nursing
wing of the Sioux Center hospital
for several years and plans to
continue leadingBible studiesand
reading to the residents there. He
would even like to help produce
some materials for the nursing
home residents to use in their

Bible studies. "They need
something more geared to their
everyday livesand problems," he
says.

His first big project, he says,
will be to learn Hebrew and
Greek. He has several tapes and
a computer program to help him
out, and he's already very
familiar with the Greek letters
from his physics experience.
Several church activities are also
in mind for De Young in the
future.
His many years of service to
the college have been much appreciated.
0

Marv De Young's love for books won't end with his retirement.

and volunteerhis time for a variety of projects.
!mUUMfu?i:w&-:::<>:
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He plans to read

"In the quest for art
one must supplement
the
generous gift of God with the
stem discipline of lifelong practice."
The above motto hangs on the
office wall of Norman Matheis,
and his paintings attest to its truth.
Many of these paintings are
displayed on the walls throughout
the art/administration building at
Dordt. They portray a variety of

wife, Shirley, also works at
Dordt. She is the costume
designer for the theatre arts
department. They have two sons
and a daughter, Ellen, who shares
his love for painting.
Matheis has tried some printmaking, sculpturing, and stainedglass work in addition to his
painting. "I think anyone in the
arts becomes fairly proficient
after practicing a lot, and I don't
think they should be afraid to try

scenes, from a cow grazing in a

something new or different," he

grassy meadow to an elderly
woman gazing out her kitchen
window. In the West Commons
is another legacy of Matheis, a
series of brightly colored paintings of summer garden flowers.
"I don't really have a
preference as to what I paint,"
says Matheis. "Lately I've been
doing a lot of landscapes, but I
enjoy painting people, too."
The son of an electrician,
Matheis received his legacy in art
from his grandfather, who was
also a painter. Last semester he
displayed many of his grandfather's paintings at Dordt, many
of which date back to the 18oos.
"My grandfather was a selftaught artist," he tells. "But I
never met him so I couldn't learn
my painting from him."
Matheis dabbled in art even as
a child. "I loved to draw and
paint when I was a boy," he
recalls.
Fostering his love for painting,
he attended the University of
Michigan and graduated with a
Master's of Fine Arts degree.
Twelve years ago he came to
Dordt to teach and to paint; his

says.
Even though it often leaves little time for his art, Matheis says
he enjoys teaching. "Teaching is
always stimulating," he says. "It
can also be frustrating or rewarding, but it's always stimulating."
When I see students with lots
of talent, I encourage them to go
into the arts and try to make
something out of it. After all, it's
part of what we're called to doto use God's gifts."
Matheis will retire from
teaching this spring. He says he
has enjoyed the atmosphere
created by the students and professors at Dordt. "I came here
because I liked what Dnrdt stands
for, what it wants to be."
Matheis is looking forward to
spending his time painting and
sketching when he retires. "I
never compete with anyone when
I paint. The only person I compete with is myself, and I think
that's the way it should be," he
says.
''I'm thankful for my gift, and
I only hope I can continue to
cultivate it."
0
continued on next page

Nonn
studio
hopes
found

Matheis has recently moved his
from the college to his bome. He
to paint all the things he never
time for before he retired.

"Matheis is looking
forward to spending
his time painting and
sketching when he
retires. 'I don't
really have a
preference as to
what I paint. Lately
Ive been doing a lot
of landscapes, but I
enjoy painting
people, too.'"

-:·_'·::::m~%MWIiUe5liIiffi5lillliie5liIiffi5liIlliiMI!!i·Illii5liliffie5liIiffi5lillliie5liliffirlill:@·liIIIImllililIillllllililllilileffiWllililmffiWweffiWeffiWmmil

9

Managing the maintenance department requires more patience,
more organization, and more work
than most would think. Kuiper
spends most of his day in his office, processing the billing of all
materials used by the maintenance
~ crews. He does all purchasing, ineluding the maintenance vehicles
used by the workers.
His phone rings several times
an hour. A student is usually on
the other end with. "Our drain is
clogged" or "Could you fix our
door? The key's stuck in it and
won't come out." Kuiper sets up
a priority list of the jobs reported,
then assigns them to his willing
helpers.
In the morning, Kuiper often
goes around to the various buildings to unlock them. Results are
often pretty exciting, and sometimes even dangerous. He recalls
finding the tables in the library
stacked up about eight high. "It
was dangerous for us to try and
changed from custodian to supertake them down," he says. He was
visor. Now, he manages a large
really surprised one morning to
maintenance and housekeeping
see the flagpole, ringed with tires
crew. Several supervisors that all the way to the top. And getting
work under him deal with many Volkswagons out of the library
of the problems that arise.
was something he had to do more
Most major decisions and than once.
serious problems come back to
His crew has had to rescue a
Kuiper, though. He personally
billy goat that somehow got up on
hires all of the 85 work-study . the roof of the library, and once
students that help out. He takes
they had to search for the doors
care of all of their hours and keeps
to the classroom building, which
track of their time cards.
students had removed and hidden.

Th say the least, it's been an interesting job, he says.
Kuiper's office contains a neatly
arranged desk, an air conditioner,
several chairs, and a computer
with a printer. He explains the
computer. "It's programmed with
an energy management system
that monitors eight of the buildings on campus." The system
helps Dordt conserve energy, for
example, by turning the fans off
in the buildings for ten minutes
out of every hour.
The computer helps Kuiper
keep track of the heating and
cooling schedules for the different
buildings. He tells it when to tum
off the systems in buildings, or
when to keep them on because of
evening activities. This saves the
maintenance department from
having to manually switch systems
on and off.
Though he offically retires in
September, Kuiper will still be using his talents at Dordt as project
supervisor of the new science
building addition until 1990.
Kuiper speaks fondly of the
many students who have worked
with him. "I wish I would have
kept a diary," he says. "I really
enjoy the contact and communication I've had with the students,
as well as with the faculty and
staff. It's been a very interesting
and profitable experience with
Dordt College, and I'll really miss
it."
0

"So Far From Home," a short
story by Dr. James C. Schaap,
won second place in the fiction
division of the 1989 Evangelical
Press Association.
Dr. Richard
Eigenbrood,
associate professor of education,
gave a presentation
titled
"Teaching Learning Strategies to
Learning Disabled Adolescents"
at an Area Education Agency IV
workshop for resource room
teachers.
After attending the meetings of
the American Chemical Society
in Dallas, Dr. Russell Maatman,
professor of chemistry, presented
a popular lecture to the college
community on the claims and
counterclaims for cold fusion.
Dr. John Van Dyk, professor
of philosophy of education and
director of the Center for Educational Services, led workshops on
collaborative classroom learning
for schools in Sunnyside, Seattle,
Bellevue, and Mount Vernon,
Washington.
Dr. Joan Ringerwole,
professor of music, led a hymn-sing
lecture featuring the new Psalter
Hymnal at Kenosha Christian
Reformed Church. She was sponsored by the Racine chapter of the
American Guild of Organists. On
April 10, Ringerwole attended the
Illinois' College
Conference
featurinf3rtist-organist Catherine
Crazier. Also attending was Dordt
senior organ major Martin Tel,

issue of . <TheChristian Educators
Journal" titled "The Use of
Writing in the Primary Grades:'
Dr. John Zwart, associate professor of physics, is spending ten
weeks at NASA's Lewis Research
Center in Cleveland, Ohio, as a
Summer Faculty Fellow. He will
continue studying the metallization of diamond. This is Zwart's
third summer at Lewis.
Dr. John C. \\utder Stelt, professor of philosophy and theology,
received a stipend to attend a
Consultation on Evangelicals and
American Public Life on the
theme "To Serve the Present
Age:' Sponsored by the Institute
for the Study of American Evangelicals, the conference was held
in Philadelphia from May 4-6.

..

Kuiper recalls growth and pranks
Lou
Kuiper came fo
work at Dordt on January I, 1962.
He started out as Dordt's only
custodian, with a couple of students to help him out. Kuiper has
watched Dordt change as his job
has changed. He's watched and
helped as almost all of the buildings were constructed. He remembers when the library occupied what is now the media
center.
As time passed, his duties
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Donald E. King
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Dr. John B. Hulst, president of
Dordt College, has been elected
chairperson for the Iowa Association of Independent Colleges and
Universities (IAICU). Hulst addressed the Christian School
Society meeting in Lethbridge,
Alberta on April 14. He attended
a meeting
of a Reformed
Ecumenical Council committee
on youth and Christian education
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on
May 22.
Dr. Robert De Smith, assistant
professor of English, spoke at the
20th anniversary banquet of his
alma mater, Sheboygan County
Christian High School, on the
topic "Remembering and Doing:
Or Why Christian High?"
Martin Dekkenga, associate
professor of communication, was
honored at a luncheon held at
Northwestern College in Orange
City, Iowa. Dekkenga
was
recognized as the teacher who left
the greatest impression on Ruth
Zonnefeld Vande Hoef, a nontraditional education major at
Northwestern.
She was Dekkenga's student in the late 1950s.
Donald E. King, assistant professor of political science, participated in a symposium on
"Refugees and Teaching Ethics"
sponsored by the Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Mfairs held at Smith College' in
Northampton,
Massachusetts,
April 26-28.

who performed in a master class.
Dr. Paulo Ribeiro, assistant
professor of engineering, and the
Dordt engineering department are
working on a joint research project in electrical engineering with
Dr. A. M. Sharaf and the electrical engineering department of
the University of New Brunswick.
The researchers are using a computer program developed by
Ribeiro at The University of Manchester in England.
Pam Adams, instructor in
education, led a CSI District VI
workshop
on "The
Whole
Language Approach to Reading"
on March 23 and a workshop with
teachers in Pease. Minnesota, to
help select a new basal reading
series. Adams also published an
article in the February/March

IN

Pllm Adams

MEMORIAM

Prof. Nick R. Van TIl died
Wednesday, May 10, following an
extended illness with cancer.
Retired since 1981, Van Til was
one of the original five-man Dordt
College faculty in 1955.
Van Til served as professor of
philosophy
and
history
throughout his Dordt career,
though he is also credited with being the college's first choir and
band director and drama coach.
The next issue of the ~ice will
carry a more extensive feature
about Van Til's lite and work.

+

AROUND CAMPUS

1989 Studies Institute fellows
undertake variety of projects
A

play, a book on the
history of the solar system, and a
study of a Reformed approach to
evolution are just a sampling of
the projects to be undertaken by
the 1989-90 fellows of the Dordt
College Studies Institute.
Five faculty members have
received appointments
to the
Studies Institute for next year.
These appointments release them
from part of their regular course
load, giving them time to work in
an area related to their discipline.
Associate professor of engineering Charles Adams will
spend one-quarter time in the
Studies Institute coordinating the
department's effort to receive accredidation from the Accrediting
Board for Engineering
and
Technology.
In addition, he will restructure
the current introductory engineering course. "Student attitudes and
preparedness are different from
what they were eight years ago
when the course was designed,"
says Adams. A redesign is very
much in order, he feels.
Richard Hodgson, associate
professor of planetary sciences, is
currently beginning work on a
history of the solar system. His
course-load will be reduced by
one-half so that he can spend time

in the Institute next fall studying
literature by Reformed scholars on
the nature of history, the nature of
science, and their relationship to
the Christian faith.

"There has been an enormous
explosion in our knowledge of
planets and their satellites in the
past thirty years;' says Hodgson.
Based on his Christian understanding, he is. eager to help set the
direction of future scholarship in
an relatively uncharted area.
John Kok, associate professor
of philosopby, plans to spend onehalf of his time in the Institute
continuing work on his doctoral
dissertation on the systematic
philosophy
of Dirk H.
Vollenhoven. According to Kok,
Vollenhoven was one of the two
founding fathers of the Association for Calvinistic Philosophy in
the Netherlands. In Reformed
circles he is known for his Christian philosophy and for his work
in the historiography
of the
history of philosophy. Kok's Institute appointment will be followed by a leave of absence dur-

rs.

ing the second semester

to

com-

plete the dissertation.
Although the creation-evolution debate in churches began in
the nineteenth century, its effects
on churches has never been
greater than at present, says Dr.

Russell Maatman, professor of
chemistry. In his half-time appointment, Maatman will work
on formulating a Reformed approach to questions about evolution and evolutionism, Evolution
and evolutionism affect virtually
all,
if not all,
academic
disciplines, says Maatman, Based

on research, interviews with
faculty,

and communal

discus-

sions, Maatman intends to compile the results of his study in a
book that addresses the question,
"How
does
a Reformed
understanding of creation effect
scientific activity?"
Two books and a play are on
Dr, James Schaap's agenda for
his half-time appointment to the
Institute, Schaap hopes to publish
a book of short stories about
teachers. The collection will include revised and new stories. He
is also eager to start work on a
play for the Dordt Repertory
Theatre based on the life of John
Newton, a seventeenth-century
preacher, author of the well-

known hynm .. Amazing Grace, "
and one-time slave-trader.
Schaap also hopes to begin
work on his third novel, which
will center on the problem of
celebrating one's ethnic heritage
while the country of one's heritage
is under siege by its enemy. 0

B.l. Haan lectures address learning styles
Within
some parts of the
Christian Reformed community
there is a growing sense of skepticism about the need for and effec-

tiveness of Christian education,
says Dr. John Van Dyk, director of
Dordt's Center for Educational

Services.
Critical voices are suggesting that
a) Christian schools drain resources
that could be better used for
church growth and evangelism;
b) Christian
schools create
sheltered environments that hinder
development of a mature Christian
witness; and c) Christian schools
do not really affect the lives of our
children.
Van Dyk feels that the first two
objections reflect a decline in
understanding the nature of Christian education and the spirits
operating in our society. The third
argument, he says, reflects the fact
that some Christian schools do fall
short of what they claim to do. But
the response, he feels, is not to give
up on Christian education but to
recommit ourselves to its necessity
and then work at ways to make it
more effective.
Through the Center for Educational Services and the annual BJ.

Haan Lecture Series, Van Dyk is attempting to do just that. The first
five BJ, Haan Educational Conferences focused on "What is
distinctively Christian teaching?"
This year's conference shifted the
focus from teaching to learning.
"Students learn in often markedly
different ways;' says Van Dyk.
Much current educational research
is focusing on learning and learning styles. Van Dyk has come to
feel that understanding how different students learn may be one of
the most significant factors in
education.
This year's participants explored
the theories of several of today's
foremost
learning-style
researchers. Dr. Alyce Oosterhuis,
professor of educational psychology
at The King's College in Edmonton, Alberta, presented two lectures
describing the models of Rita and
Kenneth Dunn and Bemice McCarthy. The Dunns and McCarthy base
their approaches on personality
types that are described by Dr.
Harm Van Brummelen in his book
lIb/Jdng with God in the Classroom
as intuitors, intellectuals, im-

plementors, and inventors.
Van Dyk also wrote a paper

titled "Learning and Learning
Styles:
Some Explorations"
which served as a starting point
for three mornings of discussions
between
speakers,
faculty
members, and other interested
persons. Over pots of coffee,
plates of doughnuts, and bowls of
fruit, participants grappled with

questions such as
-How do we learn?
-Can a discussion on learning
style apply to elementary, secondary, and college levels?
-To what extent do disciplines affect styles?
-To what extent does culture affect learning styles?
-What does the concept of "image
of God" have to do with learning
and learning styles?
-Is it legitimate to type a person's
learning style?
-How do you evaluate when you
teach for different learning styles?
-How can learning styles lead to
healing and reconciliation?
The two-day session concluded
with a short discussion about next
year's conference. Some participants left feeling sceptical,
some energized to rethink their
classroom approaches.
0

"Neighbors" is one or the newest paintings in Dordt's art collection. It was done
for the coOege by this semester's artist-In-residence, Ed Kellogg.

"The Music Man" plays next fall
Next
fall "The Music
Man" is coming to Dordt. During the first two weekends in October, Dr. Verne Meyer and a cast
of nearly 60 Dordt students and
community children will put on
the biggest theatrical event Sioux
Center has seen in several years.
The sets will be colorful, the
costumes plentiful, and the music
nostalgic. A barber shop quartet,
the library ballet, the Sha-poopee, and the old familiar songs,
"76 Trombones," "Marian the
Librarian," and "Goodnight My
Someone;' will delight audiences
for six performances.
Musical accompaniment will be
performed by the Sioux County
Orchestra, The musical will be
choreographed
by Milwaukeebased Katie Zavada, who also
choreographed "The Fiddler on
the Roof' eight years ago.
Opening night for the "The
Music Man" will be October 5.
The October 6 performance will
be a dinner theatre production
for teachers at the Tri-State
Teachers' Convention held at
Dordt. The final four performances will be held on October
7, 12, 13, and 14.
0

Ground-breaking for the science addition was held on April 21. President
Hulst was one of several people to turn
over the crusted dirt.
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EVENTS
Mark your calendar now for

Parents' Day
October 27 & 28, 1989

The Voice, an outreach of Dordt College, is sent to you as alumni and friends of
Christian higher education. The Voice is published in October. December, February,
April, and June to share information about the programs, activities, and needs of
the college.
Send address corrections and correspondence to: VOICE, Dordt College, Sioux
Center, IA 51250

Editorial Committee
Sally Jongsma, editor
Dorthea Grossmann, student assistant

Lyle Gritters, Vice President for
College Advancement
Michele Van Middendorp,

layout

Lorna Van Gilst
~\)' l:Ot~ .
s:;
:or':
q(f'
Delmar Vander Zee ~ ~u£ ~
Itt/NT sv.\)

Friday, October 27
3:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
9:30 p.m.

Publications
Council
Abraham Bos
Jim De Young
Lyle Gritters
Howard Hall
Quentin Van Essen

Music recitals
Annual fall music festival
Post-concert reception

Dordt CoUege
Sioux Center, IA 51250
Bulk
third
class

En nombre

Iro'slime
classe

N·2
Norwich, Onl. NOJ I PO

Saturday, October 28
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Sectiona1s on campus life and programs
12:00 p.m.
Lunch with president J.B. Hulst
1:00-7:00 p.m.
Free time--recreation, tour, etc.
7:00 p.m.
Reformation Rally--Os Guinness, keynote
speaker
9:00 p.m.
Ice cream social

Plan to spend the weekend with us.

